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Arthur Borrell Search

sual thing, phone goes at 1150 hours Monday night. The Police inform me that

75 yr old Arthur Borrell has failed to return from a day trip in the Branches three
days earlier. His 4 x | . ", T W L k) R
4 has been left at
the Neck of the Shiel
Burn. A decision is
made to do a
helicopter search
starting the following
Tuesday morning at §
0730.

As | heliski guide in §
that area the
decision was made
that | should go with
the initial recce,
along with a search
dog and handler, a
police crew SAR
Squad member and
a paramedic.

Unbeknown to us
the lost person’s
daughter had
engaged a private
helicopter (a R22)
and started looking

as well.

The plan was to go
straight to the
vehicle  with the
search dog and

myself to try and establish a direction of travel. We soon picked up sign and headed
off in the direction of the lower Schiel Burn hut.

Note the Search Team . 3
mid: picture sidling on fhe’ S
other sidel of*the river - =

B

With track and clue



we found fresh boot prints, which we
soon learned were from the missing
person’s daughter doing her search
earlier. So back to the drawing board.

To give you some back ground on the
missing person. AB is a very fit 75 year
old with a hip replacement, only one
good eye and usually walks everywhere
in bare feet. Apparently on this occasion
he was going to photograph an area of
regenerated burnt tussock in the Schiel
Burn. There was speculation from some
that he may be taking pictures of a rare
hebe up the Polnoon River.

The Polnoon runs at 90 deg to the
Schiel Burn, thus increasing our
potential search area considerably.

On Tuesday (our first search day), we
looked in all the likely areas, some areas
using the dog and track and clue and
helicopter. By mid afternoon we decided
to step up the search and started
arranging things for the next stage. By
this time news had got around and we
had every man and his dog ringing the
police wanting to help. (Arthur was a bit
of a legend in the hills). It was real “Man
from Snowy River” stuff with musterers
and stockmen from all over the high
country wanting to be involved.

Wednesday morning saw us with 40
searchers plus three dog teams, six
helicopters (some private) plus SAR
personnel and Police.

As you can imagine trying to control and
organise this lot took some doing. I've
never met so many people who were an
authority on Arthur Borrell. Everyone
had their own idea where and what may
have happened. There was the popular
idea that Arthur had been up the Schiel
Burn then returned to his vehicle, only to
take off up the Polnoon.

Teams were tasked and helicopter pilots
briefed then the “mob” was turned loose
in the hills while we waited for a result.
It was like Milford on a busy day- with so
much air traffic, safety was my main
concern.

No result came that day, except for bare

foot prints which were seen in the Schiel
Burn going up and down the river. This
gave us some direction and area to
concentrate on, but there was still
speculation he had made it back to the
truck and gone elsewhere.

One of the private helicopters (R44)
decided to check the top Schiel Burn hut
once more (it had already been looked
at the day before by the pilot of the R22
doing the private search). The initial
report from the earlier search of the hut
was there was no evidence of Arthur
having been there. From this
subsequent search a report was
received that the first pilot missed an
entry in the hut book in which Arthur
stated that he had come up for the day
to take photos of natural dead tussocks,
had a cuppa and was heading back to
his truck. The hut book was brought
back to the Search Headquarters so we
could read the information for ourselves.
The first pilot felt very sheepish that he
had missed that vital clue.

Next day (Thursday), day three of the
search, we got under way early having
done all the tasking of teams the night
before. The weather at this stage was
starting to deteriorate so our base HQ
was shifted back down the valley to the
Homestead. (prior to this we had been in
an eazyup). Once again we had 45
searchers in the field, one dog team,
four helicopters, a swift water rescue
team, paramedic, three Police SAR
Squad members and a SAR
Management Team.

One of our Search Managers, Barb
Simpson, had an old map that Arthur
had marked a route on for her when she
was thinking of doing the same trip.
This was shown to the high country boys
and most of them said “oh no, Arthur
would never go there, he never climbed
high unless he had to, he would go
straight up and down the river, gorge
or no gorge.”

The last team | put in the field, radioed in
at 1030 to say that they had found
Arthur’'s hat and hill stick. These clues
were found by a SAR orientated team
(not musterers). The area had been



previously searched and the route
travelled over by the farm manager the
day before, but he had not seen the
clues.

A Police member and myself flew to the
scene as well as the dog team. We
established that Arthur might have fallen
down an 85 metre bush covered cliff into
the river below. Fortunately a swift

water rescue team was working its way
downstream towards the spot, having
started at the bare foot prints we had
found in the river the day before. The
dog was deployed in the thick scrub
near the base of the cliff in case Arthur
had somehow survived the fall and
crawled into the scrub for shelter.
Nothing was found.

At that point all teams were deployed
in the river, some started well down
stream and worked their way up, while
the others worked towards them and
crossed over. Thus all areas were
searched twice looking both ways.

The swift water team of four did all of
the deep and fast water. We utilised
the R22 helicopter with a spotter also
to look up and down the Gorge. About
1km downstream from the fall site, we
found Arthur’'s jersey, and a bit further
on his shorts were also found.

Of important note, on Saturday when
Arthur fell down into the river, the water

level was quite low. However, on the
two days following, there was very
heavy rain which would have brought
the Schiel Burn up by two metres.
Speculation is that Arthur fell down the
cliff, landed in or near the river, may
have remained there, and when the
river rose with the rain he was washed
downstream.

As soon as we established Arthur had
fallen down the bush clad cliff, we called
in three ACR personnel, they abseiled
down the cliff face to check in the
bushes for any clues. Apart from the
odd broken branch no other clues were
found.



Snippets
National
Courses
The MLSO courses
will be held at the
Police College
Porirua 08/12 August
for the North Island,
15/19 for the South.
Nominations close
01 July. See your
Region Secretary if
you wish to attend.
Close off for names
01 July

MLSO

NZLSAR

presentation
The Chairman and
NFO recently
attended a NZLSAR
Award presentation in

Award

Greymouth. Awards
were given to Mike
DeLury, Stephen
Langridge, Jim
Mclntosh’s widow,
Steven Neilson,

Rodney Perrin-Smith,
Barry Petrie, Hacky
Sims, Paul Tinnelly
and John Torrance.
Partners, children,
regional and senior
police representatives
attended. With true
Coast hospitality it
was a great night.

The next day (Friday), day four of the search, the swift
water team, police SAR Squad Member and myself went
back in to search the lower parts of the river gorge.
Nothing was found.

Conclusion:

We searched for four and a half days, which included the
private search on the Monday afternoon. Resources
used included in total: six helicopters, four search dogs,
45 searchers each day, Police SAR Squad members, four
swift water rescue team members, three ACR members,
one paramedic and a SAR Management Team of five.
We also had to install a remote radio repeater
(communications were excellent).

I've learnt you can’t beat using experienced SAR
searchers as they are clue orientated. Musterers may
know the land well, but tend to search too quickly i.e. two
vital clues were missed by untrained personnel - the hut
book entry and the hill stick and hat. Throughout the
whole search up to six family members were present and
assisting.

All in all things went very well. We would loved to have
found Arthur alive and well, but sadly this was not to be.

At the same time we were looking for Arthur, we had two
beacons go off on the same day. It transpired one was
located in Fiordland, the other at Alexandra airport.

So far this year in Queenstown, we have had 28 SAR
incidents, 19 of which involved helicopter use.

Hopefully there may be a quiet patch before we gear up
for the winter.

Russell Carr
SAR Adviser, Queenstown

Questions on map accuracy

ecently a South
Organisation felt
write to Land Information New Zealand their
(LINZ) regarding inaccuracies and

Island SAR
compelled to

And there is — three methods in fact
which | will explain. Firstly there is
website
http://iww.linz.govt.nz/rcs/linz/pub/

omissions they saw in the map of a
popular and much used local walking
track. In noting the letter the NZLSAR
Committee decided that LINZ be
contacted to see if there is a
procedure for bringing errors to their
attention.

web/root/home/index.jsp Click on
this, then “Contact us” (top right hand
corner), fill out the form and don't
forget the “Category” near the bottom.
A second method is to email LINZ at
infor@LINZ.govt.nz The best
method in my opinion would be to
write to LINZ, Topographic Systems,



Lambton House, Private Box 5502,

WELLINGTON. The reason why this
last method is preferable is because it
is most helpful if you can clearly
illustrate the changes you feel are
required. A photocopy of the existing
map with your considered changes is
much easier for LINZ to understand.
Also needed is an explanation as to
how you arrived at the conclusion that
the existing map needs changing. For
instance did you use a GPS to plot the
alignment of a track, did you come

across an unmarked slightly
overgrown, not maintained track that is
still a major feature in an area but not
marked on your map. LINZ really
welcomes all this information and it
may be that you will get a new map for
your troubles. So take the opportunity
— make a difference - write to LINZ
with your corrections.

John P Tristram
National Field Officer

Infiniton C1 LED
ALS Distribution (www.alsnz.com <http://www.alsnz.com/) contributed an Infiniton C1
LED torch as part of the sponsorship for the Conference last year. It has become
apparent that a manufacturing fault occurred in a small number of torches from this
batch, the first to come off the production line. The fault is a small power leak, which
causes the batteries to be drained over a period of approximately one month, even if
the torch is not in use. If the torch does not emit a faint yellow glow when switched
off (with the batteries in), it is likely to have the aforementioned fault. Although the
unit mentioned was donated as a prize, it is still covered under warranty and in the
interests of customer satisfaction and brand reputation, | would appreciate being

informed if the donated unit has this fault.

mailto:alsdistrib@ihug.co.nz

Please contact HC Volker at

Fiordland emergency call outs esculate

The following article is printed with acknowledgment to the Herald newspaper 14.04.05

e Anau police have been called out

18 times in the past nine days to
help people missing, overdue and
injured in Fiordland. The latest
incidents are among 100 search and
rescue callouts dealt with by the town's
five-member police team since July
2004. Sergeant Peter Payne, the
officer in charge at Te Anau, said the
number of people going into the
Fiordland back country was rising
every year. The number of search and
rescue operations was rising in
parallel.

"The tracks are chocker with people,
and literally hundreds of hunters are in
there at the moment for the roar,” he
said today. About half those needing
help in the recent burst were hunters
and half were trampers. The number
of hunters needing help appeared to

be a "statistical blip" as there had been
hardly any problems during the roar in
the past two years, Mr Payne said.

The problem this year was being
attributed to a lack of snow, meaning
the deer were high and hunters were
climbing to get to them. Hunters were
also going to more isolated areas than
they would have some years ago
because helicopter trips were available
at reasonable prices. In such cases, if
something went wrong, it took longer
to get to someone needing help, he
said.

Among the trampers, some were more
exhausted than anything else. In such
cases age could be a factor, with
some of the people pulled off recently
being aged in their 70s. But people of
that age could be fine. "It comes down



to being prepared, equipped and
physically fit enough to do it," Mr Payne
said. He thought more education could
help reduce the number of people
needing help, and was concerned
tourists might not understand Fiordland's
risks.

"They pick up these beautiful glossy
brochures, but there's no warning saying
the weather can change in an hour, drop
a foot of snow." The area could be
beautiful but it could also be harsh.

Having said that, the recent surge of
activity happened during a period of
beautiful weather, he said.

While search and rescue was
considered one of the main tasks for
police in Te Anau, it had, unfortunately,
been starting to take over recently. It
worked because of goodwill. Police staff
had to be called in from days off or
leave, and volunteers in the area were
exceptional.

ver the last nine or so months the

Auckland Land SAR Committee
member responsible for fund raising has
being approaching the Lions Clubs in
Auckland seeking financial support for
Land SAR. Generally the response has
been excellent. Usually we are asked to
supply a guest speaker for one of the

Lions club’s meetings. While the
moneys that we have received are not
significant (usually in the range of $200
to $1000) it is most welcome and we
have been used to purchase equipment
(eg GPS), as well as meeting some of
our general running costs.

Over ANZAC weekend the New Zealand
Lions held its annual Convention at the
Ellerslie Convention Centre in Auckland.
This year the Convention celebrated 50
years of Lions in New Zealand. With

Lions members’ attending from all over
New Zealand and Australia plus some
from overseas including the International
President from USA it was a major
event.




Snippets
NZLSAR AGM
This will be held on
Sunday 28 August at
the Police College
Porirua. On Saturday
27 August the
combined Regional
Chairmen, Secretaries
and NZLSAR
Committee meeting
will be held. A letter
has been sent to the
Secretaries requesting
details for those
attending be returned
by 09 July

Affiliation

A letter has been sent
to all the Regional
Secretaries offering to
the SAR organisation
within each Region the
opportunity of affiliation
to NZLSAR. The
acceptance of this
offer needs to be
notified to NZLSAR for
inclusion in the Annual
Report by 07 July.

AKLSAR along with other organisations that Lions supports
were invited to mount a display during the Convention. The
offer was taken up and a display promoting Land SAR in
New Zealand was set up and manned for the two days of
the Convention. The objective was to acquaint New
Zealand Lions clubs throughout the country with Land SAR
— who we are and what we do. Many Lions members who
visited our stand had no real understanding of Land SAR -
the service that we offer to the New Zealand public and the
fact that the NZLSAR organisation is entirely volunteer
based. Many expressed an interest in having a Land SAR
person visit their club and talk about search and rescue.

Through this display at the Lions Convention, we believe
that there is now an opportunity for Land SAR organisations
around the country to approach their local Lions club(s) to
see if they are interested in providing some financial support
for their local SAR organisation. This usually means making
an initial approach to the Lions club and then someone
going along to a Lions club meeting and talking about SAR
as the guest speaker for a meeting.

Roscoe Tait
Adviser Auckland

Tai Poutini Polytechnic Sponsored Courses

Want to improve your SAR skills? Is your First Aid certificate
up to date? Need to go to a refresher course to update skills
learnt years ago? Well TPP could be coming to a SAR
Organisation near you. And if you become a pupil of TPP
they charge nothing for the instruction.

As well NZLSAR will pay up to $30 per person per day for accommodation, venue and
catering. For this payment to be made all the course needs is firstly to be of a type
approved by the NZLSAR Committee and secondly and most importantly have been

overviewed and approved by your Regional Committee.

Finally the claim for

reimbursement of the noted costs must be submitted within two months of the course
being held. Easy! The person to contact if your organisation wants to hold a course is
your Regional Training Coordinator. Their contact details and the courses available for
the next period are below. Enjoy and learn! JPT

Region |Coordinator/s Hm phone Email
One Dave Erson 09-818-4609 Dave.erson@idaiint.co.nz
Two Bruce Sandford D7-577-0350 absandford@xtra.co.nz
Three Peter Renshaw 06- 863-1056 prenshaw@pultron.c om
our Jean Garman 06 354 3536. Jean.Garman@fonterra.com
Five lan Watts 03-547-4592 all.watts@clear.net.nz
Six Steve Davis 03-348-0360 steve@zl2ucx.gen.nz
Seven Tric Moller 03-453-0459 tric@ihug.co.nz
Dunedin
Seven Caroline Houghton- caroline@paradise.net.nz
Brown
Queenstown
Seven Bruce Smart 03-216-9140 bruces@woosh.co.nz.
Invercargill 027-4474-386.




Snippets
Iman/Gman
A comment in the
Chairman’s report at the

Wairarapa SAR
Organisation 77"
Annual General
Meeting. “Having done

the training for Iman and
Gman myself  and
having seen it used
twice now | am pretty
much sold on it as the
best way of recording

search activities”.
“Gman appears to be a
simple and very

effective way of keeping
track of resources and
training records”. The
writer and Chairman is
also a Masterton Police
Senior Sergeant.

Grant applications

NZ Community Trusts
has contacted NZLSAR
requesting a list of
affiliated SAR
organisations.
Apparently they have
had a problem
ascertaining bona fide
SAR organisations and
they will be looking to
the list for making grants
to appropriate
organisations.

Region |Course \Where When
One Foundation Auckland 30/31 July
Rope
Two TUMONZ Hamilton 11/12 June
Clue Hamilton 25/26 June
Processing
TCA Thames 02/03 July
Team Leader | Rotorua 04/05 June
Tracking Turangi 09/10 July
Tracking Whakatane 23/24 July
Three First Aid Hawkes Bay 25/26 June
TCA Wairoa 16/17 July
Four First Aid Palm Nth 11/12 June
TUMONZ Wellington 23/24 July
Five SM/TCA Greymouth 14/17 June
Foundation Greymouth 09/10 July
Rope
TCA Reefton 16/17 July
Six Foundation Mt Hutt 03/04June
Rope
Tracking Christchurch 11/12 June
CIMS Christchurch 11/2 or
18/19 June
Iman/Gman Christchurch 16/17 July
Seven | Search Dunedin 11/12 June
Methods
MLSO Borland Lodge 10/13 June
Personal Dunedin 16/17 July
Rope
TCA Queenstown 23/24 July

Editors Comments.

training or operations are most welcome.

A very big thank you to Russell, Methven SAR, Roscoe and Joe

for your articles, photos and inspiration for some of the “snippets”. Copy for the August
News is most welcome and the close-off date is Monday 25 July . Articles on gear, SAR
Please either mail as neatly hand-written,

printed hard copy or on a disc to NZLSAR, PO Box 12081, Thorndon, Wellington
Alternatively email it to tristram.nzlsar@xtra.co.nz

7247 and we can talk it through.

John P Tristram, National Field Officer

Even if you have some thoughts on
an article but are diffident in putting pen to paper, feel free to give me a ring on 04-470-




